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From Pi Club to 
National Honor Society, 
DHS has a club for 
everyone
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N.H.S. Blood Drive

School clubs 
offer variety of 
options

Up close on senior Austin Woody speaking about his 
accomplishments this year and future goals
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Varsity tennis player breaks MHSAA record
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Midland Center for the Arts 
recently held an American 
Fashion Show. The show 
consisted of girls age of six to 
12 from surrounding areas, 
some from as far as Traverse 
City. The girls were given the 
chance to dress up with dolls 
and walk on a runway. Some 
DHS students volunteered to 
help with the show. 

“We had to help the girls 
practice walking up and down 
the runway and help them 
with their poses,” senior 
Shreya Bahadur said. 

The proceeds from the 
show benefitted Girls on the 
Run, Saginaw, Midland and 
Gladwin Counties, Juvenile 
Asthma Management 
and Education, as well as 
MCFTA’s Art from the Heart 
Scholarship Fund.

On Oct. 30, DHS held a 
blood drive with Michigan 
Blood that allowed any student 
16-years-old or older to help 
save four lives by donating 
one pint of blood. Through 
this blood drive, a goal of 
140 students to sign up and 
90 pints of blood given total 
was set.  However, only 110 
people signed up and 72 pints 
of blood were  collected. This 
was a great opportunity for 
DHS students to help people 
in need. The blood is given to 
people in surrounding areas. 

“You’re [in the gym] for like 
an hour, you get to skip class, 
you get to watch movies, eat 
food, drink juice and you’re 
saving lives,” senior Jason 
Sklenar said. “I think it’s a 
win-win-win situation.”
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On Nov. 6 residents all 
throughout Michigan voted for 
representatives. For Senate, 
Democrat Debbie Stabenow 
won her third term against 
Republican Pete Hoekstra. In 
the House of Representatives, 
Rep. Dan Benishek led against 
former state representative 
Gary McDowell in the 1st 
District by around 2,300 votes. 
In the 11th District, Republican 
Kerry Bentivolio won against 
Democrat Syed Taj. 

Although Michigan is 
Republican Mitt Romney’s 
birth state, he lost the state 
votes to Democrat Barack 
Obama with 51 percent. 
Nationally, Romney also lost 
by a margin of 48 percent, 
meaning that Obama will 
remain in office.

American Girl Fashion Show
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Meet the 
teachers who 
attended MPS
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Initiative offered to school 
board which will provide a 
different type of schooling

11

Election Results

9 PagePage

New options with
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FEATURE NEWS SPORTS

Four hundred high school students 
in Midland could be affected by the 
MPS school board’s decision on a new 

program called New Tech. New Tech’s main 
goal is to provide students with essential 21st 
century skills in a new, hands-on way. These 
new skills are focused to help students gain 
knowledge and develop deeper learning skills in 
preparation for today’s world.

Randy Schaedig is the Lead Administrator 
for New Tech Initiative Exploration for the 
program to be potentially implemented in MPS. 

“My job is really two-fold,” Schaedig said. 
“It is communication and getting the word out; 
explaining what New Tech is and answering 
questions. My job is also starting to work out 
some of those details, describing it accurately to 
parents and students and community members 
and teachers and everyone along the way.”

Schaedig outlined the three main pillars of 
the New Tech program that differed from the 
current MPS school system. The first pillar 
that New Tech is grounded on is project-based 
learning: a new way for students to learn 
through making and presenting a project with 
a group of other students instead of only taking 
notes and tests. The second pillar is that all 
New Tech schools try to limit their student 
body to a small amount. Most schools’ limit is 
400 students from grades 9-12, though some 
schools have attendance above that. If New Tech 
is approved by the MPS board, 100 freshmen 
would be added each year until all four grade 
levels are in the program, totaling a 400 student 
body. The third pillar is that New Tech requires 
one-to-one computing, which means that each 
student has their own technological device, 
whether it is a tablet, laptop or anything else 
that would qualify. A possible site for the New 
Tech program is Central Middle School, but it is 
not yet decided.

“Not only are they teaching content but it’s 
a real concerted effort to teach those skills, 
whether it is collaboration, communication, 
both oral and written or critical thinking skills,” 
Schaedig said.

DHS Principal, Pam Kastl, believes that MPS 
is outstanding, but she wants to be able to find 
efficient ways for all types of students to learn.

“There is nothing wrong with what we’re 
doing,” Kastl said. “This is a great school with 
fabulous things happening. But sometimes 
you have to look and you have to say ‘maybe 
this isn’t for everybody’. This is an option that 
we felt that would benefit some students that 
may not learn in that way and are looking for 
something a little bit different.”

Schaedig gave a formal presentation of New 
Tech to the MPS board on Nov. 12. Voting action 
to implement the program will take place at 
another board meeting before the end of the 
year.

“I think it’s to the point where the district 
and the board of education need to look at it,” 
Kastl said. “Now the community needs to look 
at it and ask questions and then they need to 
make a decision if they think it is good.”

If the New Tech program is approved, it is 
planned to begin the fall of 2013, leaving less 
than a year to establish a place to hold New 
Tech and begin the remodeling. In most schools 
with New Tech programs the layout of the 
classroom is very different from traditional 
schools and the effect is that it makes the room 
look more like a business meeting than an 

actual classroom.
“One of the things that is very cool is that 

they tend to have a very business atmosphere 
so you see different kinds of furniture,” Kastl 
said. “You don’t see chairs in a row; you see 
tables on wheels, chairs on wheels, you move, 
you shake, you’re all over the place.”

Schaedig isn’t sure of the extent the remodel 
would be, but he has seen all kinds of options 
that MPS could choose from.

“When we’ve been to a lot of schools, it’s 
been places that have really remade what it 
feels like to walk into a school,” Schaedig said. 
“But we’ve also been to a couple that were 
awesome schools that had great results with 
fairly minimal renovations. Where we’ll fall 
will depend on funding and if we, as a district, 
decide to go forward.”

Building administrators, district 
administrators and many teachers from DHS 
and MHS went on trips to other high schools 
with New Tech programs in Michigan and out 
of state as well. Math teacher Kyle Theisen was 
chosen by Kastl to attend these trips because 
he has covered both the math and science 
departments.

“We just observed and saw what the schools 
were doing and tried to figure out if we wanted 
to do it, too, and if we liked it or not,” Theisen 
said. 

While on the trips, Theisen saw several 
aspects of New Tech that he really liked. 

“There are a lot of good things that are 
being done and it’s good to know how to work 
in a group because you’re going to have to do 
it in college and you’re going to have to do it in 
whatever business world you’re in,” Theisen 
said. 

Science teacher Mary Fredell attended a New 
Tech conference in Grand Rapids this summer. 

“One of the cool things I thought was that if 
kids don’t want to listen to the teacher lecture 
they can go online because they have their own 
computer and they can learn what they want 
from doing it on their own,” Fredell said. 

Fredell did have concerns about some of the 
science classes, such as her AP Chemistry class 
that relies on labs as part of its curriculum. She 
was also concerned about students who still 
learn better by a teacher’s lecture. 

“I don’t know if New Tech can capture that 
same essence that students are getting [at 
DHS],” Fredell said. 

One concern is that the cost to fund New 
Tech is quite high, and the money could be used 
for other programs at DHS.

Schaedig explains that the first year 
implementation of the program would cost 
about $700,000, which only includes personnel 
costs (New Tech fees), but doesn’t include any 
renovations or facility costs. Also, the costs 
would increase when the one-to-one computing 
devices are purchased for each student as new 
grade-levels are added to New Tech. This would 
increase until all four grades are running in the 
building.

“It’s got its good things,” Theisen said. “It’s 
got its downfalls but I guess the other thing is if 
everything is project based, we could put more 
of an emphasis on projects within the building 
already. Without spending all of those hundreds 
of thousands of dollars we could probably 
just train our staff on our own and probably 
accomplish the same thing.”

The approval of the New Tech program at the 
upcoming board meeting will give students an 
additional option to explore during their high 
school education. 

“Seeing students develop those skills that 
are going to help them be successful in life is 
what I’m excited for,” Schaedig said. “That’s 
been something that we see consistently. 
Wherever we go, students are engaged with 
their learning. They’re active participants and 
they’re developing skills that I truly believe will 
help them no matter what career path they go.”
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New Tech

Alumni-turned-staff 
share stories of their 
time in high school


